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• The loss of biodiversity is one of the most serious threats to business and society. Yet 
many current economic systems remain unsustainable and drive nature’s decline . 

• Each year, up to $7.3 trillion in global financial flows support activities that drive 
biodiversity loss, while only $220 billion is spent on activities for nature restoration, 

conservation and sustainable use.

Main narratives



• All businesses depend on and impact biodiversity.

• Businesses can and should already act now to decrease their negative impact

• Biodiversity and ecosystem services also represent an opportunity for businesses.

• They face barriers that hinder efforts and often lack information to address their 
impacts and dependencies on biodiversity and nature’s contributions to people. 

Main narratives



• This Report provides businesses with options for immediate action to address 
their impacts and dependencies.

• It also highlights long-term systemic change response options available to 
businesses and financial institutions, but also financial actors, governments and 
all of society, spanning regulatory frameworks but also social values and norms, 

or technology.

Main narratives



• 10 Key Messages
• 29 Background Messages 
• Understanding the relationships between 

businesses and biodiversity (A1-A8)
• Options for action (B1-B13) 
• Measuring businesses impacts and 

dependencies (C1-C8)





KM.1 All businesses 
depend on and impact 
biodiversity and can be 
agents of positive 
change.





KM.2 The current external conditions in which businesses 
operate are not always compatible with achieving a just 
and sustainable future and perpetuate systemic risks.

Failing to internalize costs 
of pollution and 
biodiversity loss1

1European Commission: Directorate-General for Environment, WSP, Ricardo and Trinomics, The cost of PFAS pollution for our society – Final report, Publications Office of the European Union, 
2026, https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2779/9590509
2 United Nations Environment Programme (2026). State of Finance for Nature 2026: Nature in the red: Powering the trillion dollar nature transition economy. Nairobi. https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/49119

Harmful finance flows2

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2779/9590509
https://wedocs.unep.org/handle/20.500.11822/49119


KM.3 Collaboration, collective and 
individual actions are essential to create an enabling 
environment where businesses contribute to a just and 
sustainable future.



KM.4 All businesses have a 
responsibility to address their 
impacts and dependencies 

• Integrate biodiversity-related risks, opportunities, 
costs and benefits into business decision-making 
and financial planning

• Explore and adopt alternative business models

• Identify and meaningfully engage with stakeholders
• Apply the mitigation hierarchy to achieve no net loss 

of biodiversity or better
• ds

• Map value chain actors and ensure traceability to 
prioritise and inform action

• ds

• Assess biodiversity impacts and dependencies
• ds



KM.6 Different methods to measure and 
manage impacts and dependencies are 
needed for different sectors, levels of 
decision-making and business purposes. 

KM.5 Existing methods, knowledge and 
data for measuring impacts and 
dependencies already, and can further 
inform decisions and actions, directly 
and in the value chain.



KM.7 Appropriate methods to measure and manage 
business impacts and dependencies can be selected based 
on coverage, accuracy and responsiveness. 

Coverage refers to both the geographic 
scale as well as the extent of impacts and 

dependencies included 

Accuracy is the degree to which 
the results correctly describe what 

they are designed to measure 

Responsiveness refers to the ability 
of the method to detect changes 

that can be attributed to the 
actions and activities of the 

business 



KM.8 Businesses could better measure and manage their 
impacts and dependencies by appropriately engaging with 
science and Indigenous and local knowledge, methods and 
practices.

KM.9 The existing knowledge base needs to be 
strengthened by addressing important gaps in knowledge 
and its application. 



KM.10 Creating an enabling environment 
can incentivise actions that are beneficial 
for businesses, biodiversity and society 
for a just and sustainable future

Action is limited by systemic barriers such as 
profit-driven business models and economic 
systems that measure progress in gross 
domestic product, weak policy incentives, 
limited access to financial resources and 
data or knowledge gaps.

Creation of an enabling environment that 
provides incentives for the conservation and 
sustainable use of biodiversity and nature’s 
contributions to people could align what is 
profitable with what is good for biodiversity 
and society 



Change is possible. Through collaboration, collective and 
individual actions we can all create an enabling environment 
where businesses contribute to a just and sustainable future.



#IPBES12

Thank you!

To the media 
release



Questions?

To the media 
release
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