
Prevention at source of emerging 

zoonotic diseases in Belgium –

WG PREZODE

PREZODE : PREventing ZOonotic Disease Emergence

Contact: Dominique Vandekerchove (Sciensano & Belgian Biodiversity Platform [BBPf])   

Dominique.Vandekerchove@sciensano.be

2021
The international PREZODE initiative is launched, providing a global One Health scientific 

framework for pandemic prevention. Belgium joins immediately. 

2022
The Belgian WG PREZODE is created, composed of experts from regional and federal government 

organisations, scientific institutions, universities and the civil society

active in human, animal and environmental health. 

2023-2025
The outputs of WG PREZODE are submitted to the ministers of the federated entities and 

the federal authority.  

Co-authors : Maud Istasse (Federal Public Service Health, Food Chain Safety and Environment) 

& Hein Imberechts (Sciensano)

The problem

you want 

to look into

2023
Policy recommendations

The Belgian WG PREZODE 

• provides recommendations for policy, aiming at understanding the 

root causes of emerging infectious diseases of animal origin, and at 

developing integrated early detection and resilience mechanisms 

• focuses on the initial stages of the chain of events potentially leading 

up to pathogen spill-over and outbreak, 

• and integrates the interconnectedness of climate change, 

biodiversity loss and ecosystem health.

2025
Memorandum

2026
Roadmap for Action


