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The global biodiversity crisis

Source: IPBES Global assessment 2019
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Biodiversity underpins sustainable development

• Biodiversity loss: key threats for 

humanity

• Almost half of global GDP is linked to 

nature

• Connections between biodiversity 

loss, climate change and pandemics

Source: European Union, 2020



The new EU Biodiversity Strategy will
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The new EU Biodiversity Strategy will
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“The EU will enhance its support to global efforts to 
apply the One Health approach, which recognises the 

intrinsic connection between human health, animal 
health and healthy resilient nature.”

→ This will require breaking down the silos and building new ways of working 
between the various DGs

EU for an ambitious global agenda



“A better protection of natural ecosystems, coupled 
with efforts to reduce wildlife trade and consumption, 

will also help prevent and build up resilience to 
possible future diseases and pandemics.”

→ By protecting ecosystems with high ecological integrity, particularly intact 
forests, we can maintain natural barriers between humans and pathogens 

of zoonotic origin.

EU for an ambitious global agenda



EU initiatives to address global biodiversity



EU Legislation on Deforestation-Free Supply Chains

• Forests are home to 80% of the world’s terrestrial biodiversity.

• Protecting highly intact forests is essential to meet the objectives of 

the Paris Agreement as well as the CBD Global Biodiversity 

Framework.

• Around 80% of global deforestation is driven by agricultural 

expansion, including for soy, beef, palm oil, wood, cocoa, and coffee.

• The Commission seeks to minimise the EU’s contribution to 

deforestation and forest degradation worldwide.

• https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_5916

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_5916


Source: European Union, 2016

EU Action Plan against Wildlife Trafficking

• Preventing wildlife trafficking and 

addressing its root causes.

• Implementing and enforcing existing rules 

and combating organised wildlife crime 

more effectively.

• Strengthening the global partnership of 

source, consumer and transit countries 

against wildlife trafficking.

→ Public Consultation is underway
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-

say/initiatives/12117-Wildlife-trafficking-EU-action-plan-evaluation-_en

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12117-Wildlife-trafficking-EU-action-plan-evaluation-_en


Sustainable Wildlife Management (SWM) Programme

• Improve the conservation and 

sustainable use of wildlife by local 

communities, in the perspective of food 

security in a One Health approach.

• Implemented in 15 African, Caribbean 

and Pacific countries.

• Implemented by FAO, CIFOR, CIRAD, 

and WCS.

• www.swm-programme.info

http://www.swm-programme.info/


European Biodiversity Partnership: Biodiversa+

• Jointly developed by BiodivERsA and 

the European Commission.

• Plan and support research and 

innovation.

• Contribute to high-end knowledge for 

deploying Nature-based Solutions.

• Strengthen the relevance and impact of 

pan-European research on biodiversity 

in a global context.

• www.biodiversa.org/1759

http://www.biodiversa.org/1759


Cause for Optimism
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