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The UN Convention on 
Biological Diversity 
• “aka” CBD

• A multilateral, legally-binding convention

• Result of the Earth Summit, Rio de Janeiro, 1992

• One of three “Rio Conventions” (CBD, UNFCCC, 
UNCCD)

• One of seven biodiversity-related conventions 
(CBD, CITES, CMS, IPPC, ITPGRFA, RAMSAR, WHC) 

• Present: 196 Parties, incl. EU (most recent: 
Andorra)



The UN 
Convention 

on Biological 
Diversity 

The fair and 
equitable 

sharing of the 
benefits arising 

out of the 
utilization of 

genetic 
resources (GR)

The conservation 
of biological 
diversity

The sustainable use of the 
components of biological diversity

3 mutually supportive
OBJECTIVES



The UN Convention on 
Biological Diversity 
Art 15 of CBD

• Recognizes sovereign right of states over their natural 
resources 

• Requests Parties to facilitate access to genetic resources (GR) 
and associated traditional knowledge (TK) based on mutually 
agreed terms (MAT) and subject to prior informed consent 
(PIC) 

• Requests Parties to take … measures … with the aim of sharing
in a fair and equitable way the results of research and 
development and the benefits arising from the commercial 
and other utilization of genetic resources with the Contracting 
Party providing such resources. 

(1992)



Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic 
Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing 
of Benefits Arising from their Utilization to 
the Convention on Biological Diversity

CBD COP X, Nagoya, Japan, 2010

✓Objective: “the Fair and Equitable Sharing of 
the Benefits Arising from the Utilization of 
Genetic Resources”

✓Entry into force: 12 October 2014



European regulation and 
implementing regulation

Aim: ensuring user compliance to provider 
country legislation, in accordance with the NP, for 
users within the EU

to be implemented by EU MS

(EU Guidance: non-binding)



Belgian national and 
regional law

Focus on:

Access (NP): competence based on territoriality

marine within territorial sea = Federal 
competence 

Monitoring of compliance and sanctions (EU)

 Regional competence: BXL, FL, WAL

Work ongoing…



Issues with the Nagoya 
Protocol …
• Developments in science (synthetic biology)

Definitions: 
"Genetic resources“: genetic material of actual or potential 
value

"Genetic material“: any material of plant, animal, microbial 
or other origin containing functional units of heredity

• Is based on a bilateral approach (but see Art. 10)

• Does not affect other existing international 
agreements, or development and implementation 
of “specialized access and benefit-sharing 
agreements”



CBD COP 13 Cancun 
(Mexico), 2016

“DSI” issue raised 



NP COP MOP 2 
Cancun (Mexico), 

2016

“DSI” issue raised 



SBSTTA-22

Considered outcome of work of an 
AHTEG on commissioned studies and 
compilation of submitted views by 
governments, stakeholders, IPLCs, …



CBD COP 14 Sharm El-
Sheikh (Egypt) 2018

“DSI” issue further discussed



CBD COP 14 Sharm El-
Sheikh (Egypt) 2018

“DSI” issue further discussed



NP COP MOP 3 Sharm 
El-Sheikh (Egypt) 

2018

“DSI” issue further discussed



Intersessional work:

- Invitation to submit views 
and commissioned studies

- Establishment of an AHTEG

- OEWG  on post 2020 

https://www.cbd.int/doc/notifications/2019/ntf-2019-012-abs-en.pdf



DSI is not only a 
CBD issue…



FAO: ITPGRFA

• Invitation to submit views and 
other information on “Digital 
sequence information” for the 
Eighth Session of the Governing 
Body of the ITPGRFA (11-16 
November 2019)



WHO: PIP framework

• Discussion during WHA 72, May 
2019



UNCLOS

Intergovernmental Conference on an 
international legally binding 
instrument under the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea on 
the conservation and sustainable use 
of marine biological diversity of areas 
beyond national jurisdiction 

2nd and 3rd session, 25 March-5 April 
2019 and 19-30 August 2019



Goal of this meeting

• Provide information on the process

• Collect information and view to 
clarify the concept and on options 
for Benefit Sharing

• Contribute to the development of a 
Belgian position on DSI


