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What	has	been	done?	
1.  Exploratory	phase:	research	and	first	reports	
	

-  2010:	Economic	valuaJon	of	ESS	
-  2012:	Benefits	of	Natura	2000	+	Launch	of	Natuurwaardeverkenner	
-  2014:	NARA-T	2014	
-  2016:	NARA-B	2016	
-  2017:	ECOPLAN	toolbox	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
More	informaJon:		hZps://www.natuurwaardeverkenner.be/#/info			 2	



What	has	been	done?	
	

2.  Experimental	phase:		
	

								applicaJon	in	projects		of	VLM,	INBO,	Dep.	OMG,	ANB,	…		
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What	has	been	done?	
3.  ConsolidaJng	phase:		
	

-  New	version	of	Natuurwaardeverkenner	+	NARA-S	
-  Test	in	projects	such	as	Speelgroen,	Pimp-je-Speelplaats,	etc.,	
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What	has	been	done?	
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4.	May	2018:	ESS-note	for	Beleidsraad	Omgeving,	including	Dep.	LV	&	ILV0	
à	an	overview	of	policy-relevant	iniJaJves	and	possibiliJes	for	the	applicaJon	of	the	
ecosystem	service	framework	in	pracJce	

	
5.	Upcoming:	streamlining	the	concept	of	the	ESS-note	at	policy	level:	
incorporate	the	principles	and	sJmulate	good	examples	



LimitaJons	of	current	iniJaJves?	

•  ESS	=	a	general	concept	on	which	everyone	works	a	li6le,	BUT:	
–  a	global	coordinaJon/approach	is	sJll	lacking	
–  The	concept	is	unclear	for	a	larger	audience	
–  ESS	are	underesJmated	and	under-valued	

•  The	way	forward	(extracJons	from	the	ESS-note):		
–  OpJmal	integraJon	into	(exisJng	or	new)	policies	and	policy	instruments	(without	creaJng	an	

excessive	"file	burden").	For	example	via:	
•  development	a	strategy	for	the	greening	of	our	ciJes	and	villages.	
•  improving	the	enforcement	of	the	obligaJons	of	private	individuals	regarding	the	preservaJon	of	small	

landscape	elements,	permanent	grassland,	water	infiltraJon,	erosion	...		
–  IntegraJon	of	the	concept	into	(exisJng)	frameworks,	processes	and	manuals	of	the	government.		

For	example	via:	
•  adapJng	the	municipal	and	the	rural	fund	to	encourage	local	authoriJes	to	invest	more	in	the	

maintenance	and	development	of	green	infrastructure,	qualitaJve	open	space	and	nature;	
•  integraJng	ESS	into	environmental	impact	assessment	and	environmental	permits	(e.g.	through	the	

inclusion	of	guidelines	on	the	proximity	of	green	areas);	
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Success	stories	(1)	
	
The	S<emerbeek	valley	-	Genk	
=	a	green-blue	connecJon	through	Genk	with	different	challenges.	
	
A	more	integrated	approach	was	chosen	whereby	the	various	interests	and	the	
coherence	between	all	challenges	were	mapped	out	using	the	ESS-framework.	
	
	
	
Inventory	of	func-ons	/	benefits		
	
‘Quan-fica-on’	of	social	apprecia-on	
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Success	stories	(2)	

Pimp	je	Speelplaats:	started	in	2009	as	the	project	Speelgroen	at	Departement	LNE.	
	
Nowadays,	almost	every	school	in	Flanders	wants	a	greener	playground.	
	


