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This includes the concepts of One World, One
Health and conservation medicine, and initiatives
such as the EcoHealth Alliance and Co-operation
on Health and Biodiversity.
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This research brief is an initiative
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THE NEED FOR ENHANCED CAPACITY BUILDING IN
BELGIUM SCIENCE AND POLICY
The first Belgian Biodiversity &

ing of ecosystem approaches

Health conference held in 201110

to human health, and to identify

was an opportunity to discuss

some key areas for action:

hindrances to the mainstream-

connections
space

and

benefits
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of

services
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1/ The evidence base on links
between biodiversity and health in
the context of urbanisation must be
further developed so that areas of
overlap between various fields of
research, policy and practice can be
better identified.

2/ Bridges must be built between
different professional communities
working within the biodiversityhealth-urban planning sphere, and
at all levels of policy, research and
practice.15

Research is needed to facilitate a better
understanding of the connections, and to
support informed decision making and
long term assessment and monitoring.

peer

reviewed scientific publication
. Furthermore

13

in

2012

a

survey was launched to make
an inventory of research needs
and ideas in order to get a
clearer view of relevant research
topics and the potential for
collaboration10. The report of
the survey was referred to in
the 2013 Belgian Science Policy
BRAIN

call

biodiversity

4

on

Ecosystems,

and

evolution14.

4/ There is the need for better
communication of the science of
biodiversity and health linkages to
policy makers, and to the general
public.

3/ There is a need for a practical
framework
for
on-going
communication and collaboration,
to enable exchange of ideas and
experience and to support capacity
building.
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For more information, consult the Community of Practice website:
www.biodiversity.be/health
or send an e-mail to Dr Hans Keune: h.keune@biodiversity.be
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